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A f t e r  s e t t l i n g  i n  C a b a r d e s ,  a n  a p p e l l a t i o n  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n  h i l l s  o f  t h e  s o u t h  o f  F r a n c e ,  a n d 
u n i q u e l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a n d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  o c e a n ,  A l a i n  M a u r e l  d r e w  o n  v i s i o n a r y 
w i n e m a k i n g  m e t h o d s  t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  e s t a t e .  I n  2 0 1 0 ,  t h e  v a s t  s p a n  o f  v i n e y a r d  l a n d  a n d  w i n e r y  w a s  t a k e n 
o v e r  b y   h i s  e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r ,  S t é p h a n i e ,  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  O l i v i e r ,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f 
t h i s  l i t t l e  k n o w n  F r e n c h  t e r r o i r  ( A O C ) .  H e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  h i s  t r a v e l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w i n e m a k i n g  w o r l d , 
O l i v i e r  b r i n g s  p r e c i s i o n ,  p u r i t y ,  a n d  f o c u s  t o  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  w i n e s  a n d  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  c o n t i n u e s 
u n d e r  t h e  M a i s o n  V e n t e n a c  n a m e .  H i s  m a i n  g o a l  r e m a i n s  t o  m a k e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  b e s t  w i n e s  p o s s i b l e  f r o m  t h e 
i n c r e d i b l y  u n i q u e  t e r r o i r  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s ,  e v e n  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  A O C . 

Languedoc-Roussi l lon,  France

Vin de France

100% Merlot

Cl ay-l imestone

250 m

35hl/ha

Hand harvested

Wine undergoes non-sulf i te fermentation in 
concrete tanks with indigenous yeasts.  The 
wine then spends 10 days at  38C post-fer-
mentation under a hat .  Malol actic fermen-
tat ion occurs and the wine spends three 
months ageing in concrete. 

L’ Idiot  is  juicy,  focused and bal anced on the 
pal ate with great freshness and mineral i ty remi-
niscent of  r iver stone.
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